This information is for Alton Berg (Jim) Beckstead.
My dad intended for our genealogy to simply include the Shiloff’s and
Zoorwill’s, but this information IMHO should also be reflected since
my cousins and I regarded Jim as “Grandpa Jim”.
I had no idea he had a first wife!
She died within one year of their marriage. I found information at
Family Search for her family, which did not include much about her
but did have her picture. I also found a link to her headstone with
some of their details: https://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=19060788
Grandpa Jim owned an auto shop with her brother, which surprised
me, as he still co-owned it 10 years after her death. It was called
Beckstead & Durfee, and was on the corner of Pearl and Girard in La
Jolla. I found it listed in several places as “G. W. Durfee”, but from
Family Search saw this was her brother Glen Willis Durfee.
I’m simply going to place the information on this page as a way to not
forget that I found this. My dad is getting older and won’t always
remember this, and quite frankly nor will I.

I also included a picture of Grandpa Jim’s headstone. My
grandmother worked a variety of jobs; one of them was selling
cemetery plots. She bought two of them and always intended for she
and Jim to be buried together regardless of what the future held.
When Grandma Mollie died we held a graveside service at Eternal
Hills where she had the plots, my mother pointed out this was the
Jewish area of the cemetery and low and behold, Grandma Mollie
had a Star of David on top of Jim’s headstone. Apparently no one had
noticed this before. Religion didn’t matter much to either one of them
but I guess she affiliated most with being Jewish.

